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TH£ JOHN MUIR
NEWSLETTER

JOHN MUIR'S WORLD TOUR (PART VI)
Introduction by W.R. Swagerty
Director, John Muir Center
n this, the sixth and final segment of John Muir's World
Tour, 1903-1904, we complete his journey from March 2 to
May 27, 1904 from open waters in the Tasman Sea to San
Francisco. Muir continues writing in his Collin's Paragon Diary,
1904, purchased in Australia and reflecting the calendar for the
Southern Hemisphere. This form of')ournal" allowed the author
to enter one page per day. If he needed more space, he had to
poach empty lines from the previous day or the one that
followed. With such tight restrictions and weary from his nearyear long travels, Muir's final leg is best described as one of
economy of entries, often merely listing the temperature at
daybreak and the condition of the skies, with very brief reflection
on what has transpired that day. On occasion, there is no entry
for a day or so, indicating little of consequence transpired.
March 2, 1904: Muir is in rough seas between New Zealand
and Australia, having engaged passage on the Zealandia on
February 29; "most of the passengers suffering from seasickness,
ship both pitching and rocking," he notes the following day.
Landing in Sydney on March 4, Muir secured a ticket for home
via Hong Kong and the Philippines. He then eagerly returned to
his favorite haunt, the Sydney Botanical Gardens, where he spent
several days botanizing and collecting many specimens to take
home to California, some of which he planted on the grounds of
his Martinez home; others dried for study and for science. By
March I 1, Muir was on the road again by stage and by rail in the
forests around Sydney, taking in all of the trees, some up to I 00

I

feet high, which caught his attention. Araucaria and Eucalyptus
forests, as well as Bunya, some 200 feet tall made for "exciting
walks in forest," home to "enormous spiders and webs and
stinging ants," he tells us.
Back in Sydney on March 18, Muir labored to dry his plant
specimens for the next ten days, nearly all exotic to him prior to
this trip. At sea again aboard the Empire, Muir wrote on March
3 1, "Glad to go homeward at last." Passing Brisbane and now in
the tropics, Muir observed passing the first of many "low coral
islands" on April 6, observing the atolls and reefs between the
outer Great Barrier Reef and the "inner fringing reefs" as the
Empire slowly made her way through these picturesque but
dangerous shoals. Once in the Torres Strait between Australia
and Papua New Guinea, Muir's power of observation turned
skyward once again, taking in the constellations of the southern
skies, and especially the Southern Cross, which shone "with
beautiful green and blue light" on April 9.
Rounding the tip of Australia, the Empire docked at Port
Darwin on April 11 . Always the opportunist, Muir stepped
ashore and quickly gathered plants "in park and roadside" as well
as in the Darwin Botanic Garden for the next two days, bringing
aboard a large collection of additional specimens. On to Indonesia
and the port ofDili in East Timor, "a very old Portuguese town"
dating back to 1520, and noted for its "fine groves of Cocoa."
Figs, bread fruit, and ban ian were added to his herbarium prior to
(Continued on page 5)
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Mexico, his ecstatic
travels in California's
Sierra Nevada, and his
thrilling exploration of
Alaska. Photographer
Stephen J. Joseph's
breathtaking prints of
Muir's botanical
specimens related
correspondence are
artfully presented in this
book and provide the
backdrop for the story
of Muir's great passion
for the natural world.

The Old Tramp in New Show
"John Muir is Back- and Man! Is he Ticked Off!"
He enters the stage grumbling- mumbling incoherent strings
between huffs and puffs- something about incorrigible
politicians and unforgivable misdeeds. John Muir is back- and
he's more than simply disappointed.
Renowned actor Lee Stetson performs this show in
Yosemite Valley in his 26'h professional year with a spell-binding,
one-man performance as California's best known conservationist,
John Muir. In a unique medley of his famous scripts, Stetson
blends stories of Muir's adventures in wild America- from
Alaska to his beloved Sierra Nevada. Weaving hilarious tales
from bear encounters to icy glacier-treks, Stetson spins a yam
like no other. He portrays Muir's deep compassion for the treepeople and his tireless efforts to conserve wild places in America
and throughout the world. His normal, animated and happy
story-telling is intermittently interrupted by the expressive
realization that Lord Man has failed to heed his precautionary
words.
In this new script, Stetson portrays a sometimes angry and
frustrated Muir. His patience is tried and his nerves are tender.
He has spent his life battling dams and deforestation. He lamenrs
the ruthless extinction of nature's perfect assemblage of glorious
species. He puzzles about "tourism" and "hiking" as gross
distortions of his ideas on how to most purely experience
nature's most grand wonders. He rails against the politicians and
those who would be swayed by money and power- those who
would slay forests and passenger pigeons for the almighty dollar.
The conservation movement lives on in this often hilarious
and sometimes passionate plea to keep the spirit of John Muir
alive.

About the Author and Photographer: Bonnie J. Gisel is an
environmental historian and the curator at the Sierra Club's Le
Conte Memorial Lodge in Yosemite National Park. She is the
editor of Kindred and Related Spirits: The Letters ofJohn Muir
and Jeanne C. Carr (University of Utah Press, 2001) and Nature
Joumaling with John Muir (Poetic Matrix Press, 2006) and she
has lectured extensively and published articles on John Muir as
well as issues of environmental literacy.
Stephen J. Joseph has been a photographer for more than
forty years. His work has been exhibited at the Oakland
Museum, the San Francisco Legion of Honor, the Ansel Adams
Gallery, and elsewhere, and he has been the Centennial
Photographer for the Muir Woods National Monument and an
artist in residence for Yosemite's LeConte Memorial Lodge.
Source: Heyday Books Fall & Winter 2008 Catalog.
(Continued on page 4)
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Nature's Beloved Son:
Rediscovering John Muir's Botanical Legacy
by Bonnie J. Gisel with images by Stephen J. Joseph

TH£ JOHN MUIR

Foreword by David Rains Wallace
Heyday Books, November, 2008
Hardbound, ISBN: 978-1-59714-106-2,$45.00
286 pages (9 x 12), with over 150 images

NEWSU:TrER
Volume 18, Number 1

John Muir's inordinate fondness for plants... ·
As a young boy growing up in Wisconsin, John Muir
faithfully recorded in his journal that the pasque-flower was a
"hopeful multitude of large, hairy, silky buds about as thick as
one's thumb," and that the lady's slipper orchid in nearby
meadows "caught the eye of all the European settlers and made
them gaze and wonder like children."
Muir was blessed early on with a love and aptitude for
botany, a field of study that helped him become one of the most
influential environmentalists in the world. One realizes, in reading
Nature's Beloved Son, how much Muir's successes as an
adventurer, writer, and environmental advocate were driven by
his belief in "nature's irresistible, divine beauty." Surprisingly,
little has been written about John Muir the botanist.
Environmental historian Bonnie J. Gisel takes us through
Muir's evolving relationship with the natural world, touching on
his childhood in Scotland and Wisconsin, his sojourn in Canada,
his thousand-mile walk from Louisville, Kentucky, to the Gulf of
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not exhort so much, and I used to scold you more and exhort you
more, but I don't think I'll scold you any more."
John confides in Annie and her sisters in his letters home
while he was living in Canada. He relates a story of when he
returned from "meeting" one Sunday morning and witnessed a cat
catch a bird in the house. He chased the cat all over until he
caught it with the bird still in its mouth. He tried to save the bird
by choking the cat, but "I choked her and choked her to make her
let it go until I choked her to death, though I did not mean to. " He
waited and hoped for the next of"her nine lives, but to my grief I
found that I had taken them ail." And the bird did not survive
either. When the others returned to the house that afternoon they
said, "Now John is always scolding us about killing spiders and
flies but when we are away he chokes the cats."
Annie never left home and lived principally with her mother
until she died in 1896. Her father had left the family to pursue a
religious group in the early 1870s and died in Kansas City in
1885. Annie was frequently not well. The first documentary
evidence of her illness in her letters appeared in the early 1880s
when she was preparing to visit the Muirs of the Alhambra
Valley, but could not muster the strength to do so. When she did
go, it appears that it was mostly for health reasons. In a February
1884, she describes a lung examination that she had. "Lower lobe
of the right was entirely consolidated, or hepatized [a sign of ·
pneumonia] .. . have coughed more, and the cough hurt me more
than before, and I have been raising a little blood." After her visit
to California, see stopped by to visit her physician brother
Daniel. "When I was in Lincoln [Nebraska] , Dan examined my
lungs and throat. He agrees with the San Francisco Physician in
saying that my' lungs are entirely well. But he seemed to be
surprised at the condition of my throat - which he says is very
bad indeed. He looked into the upper part of my throat and
found the mucus membrane much thick and swollen from chronic
inflammation. And the condition farther down is no better." In
1901, Annie shared the house for a while with "Dr. West" and
his family. West, an osteopath ("Osteopathy is not well known
here now as it will be in a few years- or perhaps- months.")
gave her free treatment that she thought helped. In October of
1902 she writes, ~ 'My health is better this year than last. In fact,
I scarcely consider myself an invalid now (although I still cough
some every day)." John Muir wrote to one of his cousins in
January 1903, "Our sister Anne, one of the twins, died at her
home in Portage on the 15th of this month, of Apoplexy, after a
week's illness." Only Daniel was there. John continued, "I think
poor Anne often overtasked herself in church work, in which she
was very zealous."
These clues of Annie's life hint at much more. There are
mentions of her teaching and running a store with her mother.
After her return from California in 1888, she was studying
phonography (a type of shorthand) so she could be a reporter. It
appears that Annie's exploits in California are mostly
undocumented. A researcher could attempt to fill in Annie's
story and her influence on John Muir by reaaing what others
wrote about her - especially a deeper look into letters between
John and his brother Daniel, presumably Annie's doctor, would
shed some light on those times.

The Unfinished Story of Annie L. Muir
By Michael Wurtz
Holt-Atherton Special Collections
University of the Pacific Library
John Muir's sister Annie L. Muir was born on October 5
1846. Annie and her twin sister Mary were the last of the Mui~
children to be born in Scotland, and were followed only by
Joanna who was born in 1851 in Wisconsin. Although one of the
youngest, Annie was the first of the Muir siblings to die when
she passed away in 1903 at the age of 56 in Portage, Wisconsin.
She was also the only Muir child never to have married.
From reading the correspondence in the John Muir Papers either
to or from Annie it becomes evident that she was a prolific letter
writer. It is clear, however, that some of her letters were never
saved and added to the Papers. For example, she writes to John in
the spring of 1862 or 1863, "I hardly know how to answer your
question, but I suppose our heads were made so that they would
not ache when we are in the under side of the globe. If that is not
the reason please tell me when you write next." The collection
does not include the letter that contained John's original question
or the follow-up "reason" letter either.
Annie would almost harangue her friends and family into
writing her letters. After she had spent almost four years in
Martinez with John, Louie, and the children in the mid-1880s
she writes from the train on her way back to Portage, "Please iet
me find a letter awaiting me there for I long for news of you all
and especially of the little girls of whom I find myself.. .thinking
of very often." Less than two months after she left the Alhambra
Valley, she writes punitively to "Wanda and Baby Helen" that
she did not really think that two-year-old Helen would be writing
to her, but expected that seven-year-old Wanda would have made
an effort - spelling errors and all. Their mother sheepishly writes
back that she is "utterly ashamed" that she had not written and
that Wanda must have "forgotten all her letters- about literally."
Annie's life is elusive at best. She was probably named for
her mother, Ann Gilrye Muir, and may have been part of the
motivation for John to name his first daughter Annie Wanda
Muir. There is no indication of what the "L" of her middle name
stood for and she is addressed as "Annie," "Ann," and "Anna"
throughout the letters. In the biographies and writings of John
Muir, there are specks of her life. In Linnie Marsh's Son of the
Wilderness: The Life ofJohn Muir, Annie and her sister Mary are
referred to mostly as "the twins." The twins celebrated their third
birthday while crossing the Atlantic Ocean on their way to
America. The twins were "launching forth as teachers." Marsh
also reveals that Annie suffered from "consumption," and that it
had been the reason for her extended trip to Martinez from 1884
to 1888. Other writings about Muir bring up perhaps John 's
most pointed letter to his twin sisters. In November of 1860 he
wrote to them about when he was forced to meet them as
newborns, "I am sure I would have rather gone to school and got
whipt on both hands, but I had to go and kiss them. 0 my! Kiss
such soft, red looking things! But the sun rose sometimes and set
sometimes, and things are changed."
The relationship between John and Annie is hardly explored
more than in that 1860 letter. Also in that letter he specifically
addresses Annie and writes, "you scolded [me] too, but you did
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mountain man. It traces Muir from his boyhood in Scotland and
frontier Wisconsin to his adult life in California right after the
Civil War up to his death on the eve of World War One. It
explores his marriage and family life, his relationship with his
abusive father, his many friendships with the humble and famous
(including Theodore Roosevelt and Ralph Waldo Emerson), and
his role in founding the modem American conservation
movement. Inspired by Muir's passion for the wilderness,
Americans created a long and stunning list of national parks and
wilderness areas, Yosemite most prominent among them. Yet the
book also describes a Muir who was a successful fruit-grower, a
talented scientist and world-traveler, a doting father and husband,
a self-made man of wealth and political influence. A man for
whom mountaineering was "a pathway to revelation and
worship."
For anyone wishing to more fully understand America's
first great environmentalist, and the enormous influence he still
exerts tocfay, Donald Worster's biography offers a wealth of
insight into the passionate nature of a man whose passion for
nature remains unsurpassed.
About the author: Donald Worster is Hall Distinguished
Professor of American History at the University of Kansas. His
books include The Wealth of Nature, Under Western Skies, and
the Bancroft Prize-winning Dust Bowl. He lives in Lawrence,
Kansas.

"With Xmas Greetings to Mary, from Twinnie A-," writes Annie
Muir on the back of this photograph from Portage, Wisconsin
sometime in the 1890s. Annie suffered from chronic illness, never
married, and died at 56. Her letters in the John Muir Papers offer a
fleeting glimpse into her life and relationship with her brother.
(Fiche 27-1483 John Muir Papers, Holt-Atherton Special
Collections, University of the Pacific Library. Copyright 1984
Muir-Hanna Trust)

***********************************

*****

(continued from page 2)

NEWS&NOTES

What Would John Muir Say?
Edited by Bernice Basser Turoff
with photographs by David Best

A Passion for Nature The Life of John Muir
by Donald Worster
Oxford University Press
ISBN 978-0-19-516682-8
512 pages, 30 halftones, 5 maps
Available October 2008 $34.95

John Muir was truly a Renaissance man. Scientist, poet,
ardent conservationist, inventor, political activist, and tramp-- he
casts an enormous shadow over the environmental movement he
helped to form in his adopted California. His many achievements
include founding the Sierra Club, and influencing the formation of
our National Park System. His last big battle, to preserve Hetch
Hetchy Valley in Yosemite National Park, was sadly lost with
the construction of O'Shaughnessy Dam in 1923.
What Would John Muir Say? takes you on a visual journey
through John Muir's beloved natural landscapes. It examines the
possibility of restoring Hetch Hetchy Valley, and explores some
of Muir's insightful thoughts and observations about the glorious
world he loved and celebrated. With 82 oversized pages of
stunning photographs, this book offers a wonderful introduction
to the humorous, poetic musing of this great American hero.

"I am hopelessly and forever a mountaineer," John Muir
wrote. "Civilization and fever and all the morbidness that has
been hooted at me has not dimmed my glacial eye, and I care to
live only to entice people to look at Nature' s loveliness. My
is nothing."
own special self
In Donald
Worster's
biography, John
magisterial
Muir's "special
self' is fully
his extraordinary
explored, as is
ability, then and
now, to get others to
see the sacred
beauty of the natural
Passion for Nature
world. A
is the most
complete account of
the great
conservationist and
founder of the
Sierra Club ever
written. It is the
first to be based on
Muir's full private correspondence and to meet modem scholarly
standards. Yet it is also full of rich detail and personal anecdote,
uncovering the complex inner life behind the legend of the solitary

For further information:
David Best
5909 E. Armstrong Road
Lodi, CA 95240
209 368 2378
panoramaman@earthlink.net
www. panoramaman.net
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John Muir's World Tour (Continued from page I)
setting out through the Sulu Strait for Manila, which was reached
on April20. Three more days of visiting government forest
operations and botanizing added yet more specimens to Muir's
baggage as the Empire steamed on to Hong Kong, arriving on the
25lh. One last chance to visit a formal botanical garden and then a
change of ships, Muir sailed upriver, bound for Canton, through
"numerable islands" which he compared with the Alexander
Archipelago of Alaska.
Now aboard the coal-fired mail packet, S. S. Siberia,
courtesy of railroad tycoon and philanthropist Edward Harriman,
the journey took Muir to Shanghai then on to Nagasaki, arriving
on May 5. Cultural excursions to a Shinto Temple and walks
through Japanese gardens introduced Muir to yet another "main
tree," the Camphor, which he described as "noble," with its
impressive girth of"3 to 8 feet in diameter, 4 feet above ground."
On to Kobe, via the Inland Sea, "every feature glacial," Muir
notes. Impressed with the cleanliness of towns having "no
squalor," unlike much of Asia that he had seen, as well as the
beauty of water features, tea gardens, and hillsides, Japan made a
favorable and lasting impression on Muir. Once. in Yokohama, he
reacquainted himself with the crew of the Bayern , "my first home
after escaping from the hardships and privations of Russian
travel" on the Trans-Siberian Railroad, months earlier.
Leaving Yokohama on May 12, wet weather and rough seas
left "everybody with colds," writes Muir. Ten days later, the
Hawaiian Islands came into view. A stop in Honolulu allowed
Muir a brief visit to Pali, the Bishop Museum and Oahu College,
where Muir had acquaintances from years prior. "Sorry to leave
this channing island," Muir reluctantly reboarded ship on
Sunday, May 23, spending the next few days drying yet more
plant specimens from Hawaii, a place where he keenly noted,
"many introduced plants" were in process ofreplacing native
vegetation. A week later, Muir was home, docking in San
Francisco on May 27, exhausted but energized by his many new
botanical discoveries and the cargo of seeds, dried specimens, and
publications he had acquired during his World Tour, near-a-year
in the field.
Once home, we assume Muir had intentions to write up his
year-long tour, but he never carved out time to do so. On June 4,
Muir wrote C. Hart Merriam, fellow scientist on the Harriman
Expedition to Alaska in 1899, that he had "a glorious time in
India, Australia, etc." and expected a visit to tell him in person
the details. Upon returning from a trip to the Grand Canyon
with his daughters Wanda and Helen, Muir summarized in one
paragraph his travels in a letter to Henry Fairfield Osborn,
paleontologist and professor of zoology at Columbia, ending his
catalogue of places visited with "Had perfectly glorious times in
India, Australia, and New Zealand. The flora of Australia and
New Zealand is so novel and exciting I had to begin botanical
studies over again, working night and day with endless
enthusiasm. And what wondrous beasts and birds, too, are
there!"

The legacy of the World Tour is in the herbarium specimens
that he collected and in living trees at John Muir National Historic
·site in Martinez and adjacent grounds, once part of the StrentzelMuir ranch. During a visit to John Muir's gravesite in 2004,
Ross Hanna, Wanda Muir-Hanna's youngest child and now the
only surviving grandson of Muir, pointed out a huge white
eucalyptus on the edge of the pear orchard near the cemetery.
The tree was planted by Muir upon his return in 1904 and is one
of the largest of its kind in California, a living symbol ofthe
Southern Hemisphere's influence on both Muir and his adopted
state of California.

*****
March 2. Wind chanaina from east to nearly southwest with rain
in the afternoon. Cross sea makina rouah sailina. Many of
passenaers sick. Only the brave albatross seems at home and at
ease, sailina the white-maned waves on weariless and almost
motionless winas.
Niaht aloomy -scud of rain and wind tom wave-tops
sweepina over the ship.
March 3. liiah wind and scud- thrashed decks, most of
passenaers.sufferina from seasickness, ship both pitchina and
rockina.
The sea between New Zealand and Australia is famed for its
rouahness. liave been readina Darwin all day, and all rouahness
has been charmed away. Storm beainnina to abate, few white caps
at 9:00PM, thouah swell still heaVlj. The albatross is ably at ease
in admirable God-like strenath.
March 4. Much calmer, most passenaers creepina out of bunks to
dinina room this morn ina liope to reach Sydney in time for medical
inspection, 6:00PM, so as to aet ashore. At noon we have 70 miles
to make.
3:30PM Land in siaht. Reached the dock at 5:30P.M and
were soon at our old quarters at the Australia liotel.
March 5. Went to Cook's Office to tllj to arranae plan for
homeaoina. liave about decided to ao to the Queensland woods a
week or two about Brisbane, then return here in time to take the
Empire S.S. on the 26'h for lionakona via Port Darwin and the
Philippines and on the 30'h of April, the Siberia at lionakona for
San francisco.
March 6. Spent most of day in the Botanic aardens. Pound the
Chinese Torrey a [Torreya] and Montezuman Cypress of Mexico.
The climate here is favorable to almost all the world's plants, more
so than even that of California as the ripe bananas show. Walked
in the afternoon throuah the "Domain", a maanificent park full of
fine trees. A a rand avenue of Moreton Bay Pia- a tree somewhat
like Maanolia.
March 7. Start 5:10PM for Brisbane.
March 8. Arrive Brisbane at 9-.30 PM
March 9. Start at 1000 PM for Rockhampton
March 10. At 5:30AM saw some fine Araucarias. 7:00AM
Between ManJbourouah and Dunderbera, ran throuah a patch of
Banksia in bloom, small crooked trees 10 feet hiah, arowina on
sandy around- patch sand- by conductor to be 4 or 5 miles by 10
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miles. Good for bees. Emus and kanaaroos occasionalliJ seen here

is the nobler species, the trees attainin8 200 feet in heiaht with

from cars.
PM Chinchona(?) not uncommon. Aaood manq Eu(calptjti)

broad heads which show eloriouslq alone riJees and peaks soarin8
in maanificent domes above all other trees, outlined on skq. The

in flower. The around thickly erass clad, trees mostly eum and
taller, as Rockhampton is neared. The curious Bottletree is also
common within an hour or 2 of Rockhampton, mostliJ small trees

other species nearlq as hiah and both makin8 eood timber and
1Jieldin8 fine nuts. liad excitina walks in forest, enormous spiders
and webs and stinain8 ants.

20 or 30 feet hiah, pale IJellow foliaae in rounded heads.
Arrive Rockhampton at

March 15. Lookine back over the last excursion, the most

4:00PM
Mo.rch11 WenttoBotanic

l't!nrch.. 1904.

,,,.

nrarch. HJOoi.

aarden, 2 miles from town in
rain last evenin8 and had

. ~· '

forests, interrupted sliehtliJ

.... {_ ...
,·· _.· ·:: :_,,

by the Araucaria woods

aood time with aardener
Simmons who freelq offered

~ · ; -: '•l

. . ~-

,

specimens of all he possessed,

in terestina pictures are in
particular, the broad
continuous Eu(caliJptus)

;'

... .,_,, .

:.'

alona mountain ridees, the
vine-taneled "scrubs", alona
stream sides, the Banksia

and I came awaiJ laden. This

thickets of low araq bushes or

mornin8 returned and aot
more specimens and had all of
them named. Must remember
him and his son. Saw
Traveler's tree, and had drink

small
trees.

...
:

..

.

;

.;

..

[no en ttl) for March 16, 17]
March 18. Start for
Sqdneq. Land fertile bottom.

from penknife wound in

fia, Tristania, etc. The

steadq stream.
At noon start for

EucaliJptus larae, 100 feet.
Fie tallest, vine-tied and
ornamental. At 9:00AM

Mar!Jsborouah, arrive 10:20
PM Trees thusfarmakin8
open woods with heavtJ close
arass carpet. Lotus (?)in ponds
by track. Trees 50 to 100 feet

enter sandstone hills with
I

thin soil. Gum casuarina and

._._!··

few Aceaina, averaee 50
Courtesy of Jolm Muir Papers, Holt-Atherton Special Collections, University of the Pacific Library.
feet hiah, 1 foot diameter.
Copyright 1984 Muir-Hanna Trust.
9:.30 AM in broad
hiah.
Mo.rch 12. At Kilkeven Junction. Forests denser. Araucaria
valleq, corn and alfaLfa fields. Corn about ripe. Dair~J reaion.
Cunninahamii common, some imperfect spared from axe over 100
Mountains to east.
feet hiah. Stems of most seem slender, wave finely[,] were

1050 AM uparade in sandstone hills. Some Eucaltjptus in
flower. No fields. Grass, trees. Strip of oranae, strip of alfalfa and
wilderness of forest Eucalyptus.

exposed.
Flindersia, a larae broad headed dark areen tree, noble
aspect, also co=on here. A few miles farther up the track, the

11:15 AM rock cuts and tunnels short, in wilderness of hills.

Araucaria Cunninahamii shows arandliJ on sky line above low
mountain or hill riJees, towerin8 hiah above all others. In dark

11:30 AM broad forest view, mountains in distance to east.

arooves of mountains, a deep areen broad d:omed tree, perhaps G.

11:45 AM emerae on wider plateau with fields and farms.
Tawooraba. Volcanic hills passed here.

Bidwelli or Ai)athis rotonsta is well marked.
Arrived W andai after dark, could find no bed save lounae in
overflowed hotel in lumber camp.

About 12:45 PM to little south of Clifton. 2:00PM saq 50
miles rich, black soil, Darlin8 Downs, but little interrupted by

Mo.rch 13. Maanificent open woods of spotted apple, and other
species of EucaliJptus, with curious bushes, especially the so-called

saw liaht areen droopinaleaved anthers like the leaves of the
Eucall)ptus, it was arowin8 on. Near Ooramback, the forest is

chemJ with stone outside. The Ai)athis and Araucaria for a

dense and rich. Saw two species of palm here, and south of Gosford,

distance of 15 or 20 miles has been cut and hauled here for

the arass Tree and Banksia about the fiords or lakes. The whole

ridees, mountains to east. The rouah hill reaion to Dalesen. liere

transport biJ raJ to mils. liired horses and bua81J to take us to

rea ion here has alaciallook. Rock is sandstone thin forests. Y ouna

Nananao, 40 miles. Iiad arand ride, went on eallop much of way.
Grand walk up mountain into Araucaria forest.

Eucalyptus with beautiful heads rounded and lobed, branches
naked tufted richliJ at end.

Mo.rch 14. Start at 4:00AM on staee for the terminus of another
short railroad, 50 miles. Arrived about 1:00PM and at 2 : o'clock

As SqdneiJ is approached, the hills are left behind and the
coast flats nearlq level and mostllJ aood soil is passed over. Small
second arowth Eucall)ptus and Leptospermum cover the
uncultivated fields.

took train for SqdneiJ, via Ipswich. The staee run was venJ
interestin5. Road crosses the Bunqa mountains named so for the
Araucaria Bidwelli forests minaled with A Cunninahamii, the
former bein8 called Bunya bq Indians and whites alike. The BuniJa
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Mr.Liddell and Shields leave me tomorrow evenin8 for

March 19. Arrived at SlJdnelJ at noon, spent the afternoon in
Botanic Gardens. Shops all close d evenJ Saturdal) afternoon bl)

Melbourne, and I beain to feel lonesome, lJet alad to beain the

law. Iiolidal)S take up aareat part of l)ear.

lonajournelJ home.
March 29. In the mornin8 writinaletters to Louis, Dr. Merriam

[entry continued on JullJ g•h paaeof diary] Near the south

and Mr. Nicholson of London. Collected a few more photos of

boundanJ of Queenston, [Queensland] about the Stan thorpe RR
Station, there are extensive exposures of aranite which has evenJ

trees at Kerry's. In the afternoon aot all mlJ boxes, plants, etc., in

appearance of havina been alaciated. The mountains also in

state room aboard the Empire, then eave little dinner to Muir,

sculpture show similar proof of recent alacial action.

Shields and Liddell, so lona mlJ faithful and kind companions, and
then frie nd Mr. McPhail, an excellent Scotchman. Then saw Mr.

Tree here lJellow areen and conical, looks like ClJpress, spinJ

Shields and Liddell off on the train at 7:10PM. for Melbourne.

top, small. Back north a few miles, noticed Banksia.
March 20.

Mr. Liddel arrived from Melbourne at 9:00 o'clock

Mr.

McPhail then saw me aboard the Empire and I was left alone.

this mornina. liavebeen at work on plants -alaraecollection.

March 30. This morn ina wrote to lielen, took letter up town to

Time and circumstances of travel and aeneral ianorance of the

post at the Australia liotel. Then returned to ship to see the

richest places considered.

passenaers come aboard. EvenJ b erth is taken. While sittin8 in the

March 21. Secured passaae on the Empire to lionakona via Port

Smokin8 Room a l)Ouna man sat down beside me and pretended to

Darwin and Manilla, with a view to catchin8 the Siberia for San

b e tired lookin8 after a bialot of baaaaae which was comin8

francisco, April30.

aboard. Then excused himse U to see the last of it in his state room.

March 22. Workina on plants hopina to aet them dnJ before

Then reh1rned, saw all was aboard at last, but was troubled not

startin8 home.

findina the purser in his office. Asked me to chanae a 50 pound

March 23. W orkina on plants and walkin8 in the Botanical

note that he miaht pal) a bill before leavina. Of course, I declined

Gardens, a.l,walJS somethin8 new for me there. The most in teres tina

and he was a swindler.

aarden I have lJet seen. Besides a aood representative collection

March 31. Got off lJesterdalJ at 1:00PM Glad to ao homeward

of native trees and shrubs there are larae aroups of most

at last.

in teres tina trees, etc., of the islands of the Pacific, South America,

Iieavin8 swell as soon as we cleared the heads of harbor. Iiad

Africa, India and the hot and temperate reaions of the world in

aood views of coast all timbered, chiefllJ aum and Banksia. Some

aeneral. The topoaraphical features of the aarden and adjacent

portions quite picturesque with mountains 2000 or 3000 feet hiah.

domain borderin8 the harbor are admirable adapted to the uses of

Strips of white sand driven hi8h on hills here and there.
Some of passenaers seasick, of course. Iiave alreadlJ met

a area t ci!lJ 's pleasure around. The favorite place for quiet strolls
and picnics; the Domain for all sorts of out of doors speakin8, etc.

pleasant aentlemen who was likell) to prove aood companions,

March 24. lieaVlJ rain earllJ this morn ina. Secured a larae lot of

several are like me, aoin8 to ao on Siberia to San francisco.

photos of wild scenenJ, forests etc., and books and pamphlets.
Curious how this stranae coun!nJ is takin8 possession of me.

ShowenJ and aloomlJ.
. Aprill. Y esterdalJ the sea arew steadillJ rouaher all dalJ. At

In the afternoon in the Garden aaain admirina the Euaenias,

niaht heavin8 waves were breakin8 over upper deck with rain,

Aaathis, etc.

wind roarina. Could not reach mlJ stateroom on upper deck

March 25. Packin8 and dnJin8 plants in readiness for the home

without danaer of be ina washed overboard, so had to sleep on sofa
in the Social Iiall.

journelJ -a precious bialot of them there is, of which nearllJ every

At 2:00PM dropped anchor in Moreton BalJ, 30 miles or

plant to me is novel. ManlJ are alsovenJ beautiful and noble in
size and port.

more from Brisbane. Some picturesque conical rocks on north side

Called on Mr. lialJ in charae of the forest Reservations, who

- severallOO fee't hiah. ManlJ small islands show once heavillJ

kindllJ eave me a aood deal of information of forest manaaement

timbered. famous for its handsome fia used far and near for shade.

here, and some pamphlet reports, photoaraphs, etc., and went with

Often very larae and for the Moreton Bal), Pine, Araucaria,

me to a collection of woods near the Gardens. New South Wales

Cunninahamii.

has a area! manlJ kinds of useful and beautiful woods for every

April 2. ManlJ of passenaers complainin8 that the tender takin8

user.

mails and passenaers for Brisbane were not allowed to spend the

March 26. Rain durin8 the niaht and showenJ all day. Worked

evenin8 there. The new passenaers and mail from Brisbane

on plants until after 5:00PM, then went to Botanic Gardens and

reached us and even aot aboard at 1:00PM when we started north

while absorbed in the native plants was calledblJ one of the

aaain. Sea comparativellJ calm and sklJ mostllJ briaht until

auardians of the aarden and told the aates were about to be

evenin8 when showers fell. The coast still hilllJ or even

locked for the niaht, and I would have to make haste to escape.

mountainous here and there. Pleasant to know in aeneral Wal)

March CZl. Raini~8 as usual. liard at work on plants most of the

what these dimllJ seen forests are blJ havin8 passed throuah them a

dalJ. Had a last walk throuah the aardens and aot a few new

few weeks aao. The araucarias, the arandest features.

specimens for mlJ herbarium

Apr:il3. IieaVlJ showers in the mom ina with aloomlJSOOtl) clouds

March 28. Rain aaain. Iiave finished packina up todalJ and

alona the distant shore like those seen all the walJ down the coast

intend aoin8 aboard the S.S. Empire tomorrow afternoon to sail on

from Naaasaki to Sin8apore and Calcutta, from BombalJ to Suez,

the 30'h, for lionakona and home. The two last of mlJ companions,
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etc., We are now in the tropics to which these clouds seem to

Good island, resistine rock - eranite (?)shows elacial
sculpture clearly and on rather laree scale. liiehest points all
rounded, 1000 feet hieh (?). A fine elacial amphitheatre wide,
eroded without reference to rock-structure, etc. Islands

peculiarllJ belone.
A lJOune weary bird came aboard, handsome with venJ lone
top know like quail, almost allowed itself to be caueht. Few fllJine
fish and porpoises, pelicans(?) and albatrosses.
Gettine warm Sea venJ smooth. Am makine manlJ
acquaintances and loneliness is passine off. April4. ShowenJ as
usual. Very warm. Passed hundreds of islands, manlJ of them on
either hand with in teres tine sprinkline of trees, mostly Eucalt)ptus.
On lower slopes conifers alone the ridl)es, perhaps a few
Araucarias, Bidwelli or Cunninehamii, whJe some that seemed
too sharp topped for either were called ClJpress pine blJ a

hereabouts named for days of week. Temperature at g..30 PM 81
Y2 o. Clear in the afternoon, starry sky elorious. Ursa Major on
horizon clear, Polaris below horizon. The Southern Cross a little
above horizon opposite the Bear. Orion and Pleiades in elory
· shinine.
April 9. Temperature811/2 ° at 7:00AM The southern sky
black with rainbow in eloom, the northern covered almost
completely with watenJ ill-defined cumuli but white and
luminous.

passeneer who seemed to know.
We are due at Townsville late this evenine or earllJ on

We are now in Torres Strait, steerine west, the ereat Papua or
New Guinea Island to north of us. No land in sieht and no coral
reefs to keep the seaman everwatchine. The Captain has now left

Tuesday mornine. Would like to eet ashore a few hours, but see
little chance to.
April5. At anchor from 1000 last evenine until about 8:00 this

the bridee for first time since enterine the coral reeion. Two of the

mornine off Townsville Maenetic Island opposite the town was

5 stars of Southern Cross last eve nine shone with beautifulereen

within 3/4 mile of anchoraee. Rock apparently eralJ eranite with
cleavaee joints well developed, seemed unchaneed elacial
monument in sculpture as if in Alaska or the liiah Sierra. Several
broad shallow elacial amphitheatre. opened towards the town at
sea level. The first unmistakable elacial sculpture at sea level
inside the tropics have ever seen -about 19 °.

and blue lieht. Only 4 conspicuous, the pointers a few deerees
distant the briehtest of all. Sea wondrous calm
0

At 9:00PM Temperature52% • WatersliehtllJ
phosphorescent aloneside the ship. The Cross and Ursa Major
clear and brieht al)ain afterrain. liave spent most of dalJ lookine
over and na.mine a lot of Australian plants beloneine to a
Japanese traveler.

April6. Anchored this mornine from1:30 till5:00 on account of
dark storm. Besides the Maene tic Island ice sculpture, there is no

AprillO. fine brieht mornine. A few fllJine fish friehtened,

lack of clear specimens much farther north seen last aftemoon and
todalJ, and much in teres tine scenery in eeneral.

eettine out of way of ship. Y esterdalJ, a wind-weanJ bird, a
flt)Catcher, came aboard. Could not learn its fate. It was

Saw a considerable number of low coral islands todalJ
throueh the midst of which we made our way, aided blJ steel

extremellJ beautiful, blue and ereen iridescent. LovellJ wanderer
perhaps from Papua, the most famous land of fine birds.

beacons or iron trees. One on which there is a liehthouse is a fine
specimen of an Atoll. Circular with its laeoon calm inside, the

Landinsieht. Corallsland. Temperatureatl:OOPM 84°.
Not a whitecap in sil)ht. Smooth all dalJ. Coral islands in sieht
most of all the afternoon. Temperature at 9:00PM 84°.
Anchored about 1000 PM

whole venJ low wreathed with foam of waves breakine on livine
wall. At 1:30AM Rain in torrents.
April 7. Anchored last evenine from 9:00 till5:00 this mornine
on account of intricaclJ of passal)e throueh innumerable coral
islands and others of eranite, slate, etc. The spaces between the

April11 Temperature 7:00AM 83 °. Started at dalJbreak to
pick the way throueh islands and shoals of coral. LovellJ mornine.
Arrived at Port Darwin about noon. Went on short botanical

outer Barrier Reef and the inner frineine reefs, atolls, etc., are all

ramble on cliff near landine. Found several in teres tine trees and

shallow and navieation dan"eerous, thoueh liehted and marked blJ
steel trees. Most of atolls very low and lack here the cocoa palms

ferns. One of the latter a charmine twiner and climber. Ants eood

which so charminely adorn and enliven those of many other tropic

In the afternoon, walked about town collectine in park, and
roadside. P onicana reeia co=on, now in fruit. A smaller species

biters, stineers and swarm in wondrous numbers and enerey.

shores.
Few birds mostly white eulls, occasionally a land bird visits, is
seldom more than 5 or 6 miles distant. lieavtJ showers in morn in e.
SklJ dull leaden, showery all dalJ. VenJ thin clothine seems heaVlJ.
All sorts of earnes are heine played, even cricket, novels, the

in flower. lieard charmine bird sone and saw the bird, blue black
head, yellow belly, 7 inches lone. Went to Botanic Garden with
Mr. lioltze and eathered laree lot of plants, mostllj named.
Walked out, rode back.

liehtest, appear to have lost their charm.
April8. Temperature at 7 :00AM. 81°50. CloudlJ, dark[.]

Aprill2. Temperature 81° at 7:00AM The noise of unloadine
careo kept me awake most of the nieht. Arose earllJ and went to

muddy, mueey sky as usual. lieavy showers about 5:00 this

work on plants, a fine lot to have been eathered in few hours,

mornine. Anchored last evenin8 at dusk, the passal)e heine
extremely difficult in dark. Started aaain at daylieht. Were close

mostly owin~ to Mr. lioltze, Curator of the little Botanical Garden
who, in a walk of 2 or 3 mJes throueh the burned and chopped eum

to shore of isles which seemed to drowse and melt in the soft bland
moisture-laden air.
At 9:00AM heavtJ shower. Thermometer dropped to 77°

woods of second erowth, snatched manlJ in teres tine specimens for
me. The most in teres tine of these is a Grevillea, the most variable
of eenera, and a species of Calythrix, like a ClJpress or juniper, with
beautiful flowers rose colored.
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A fine Ban ian in the park and palm arove, Cocoa and a little
of most evenJthin8 tropical. Mr. Iioltze has done much with little
here. Leftfor Timor at 1:00PM Maanificent cumulus clouds of
varied forms , oriainal.
Aprill3. Temperature at 6:15AM 83 °. Goraeous sunrise,
colored like birds of Paradise, thouah showenJ and rather

Aprill7. Temperature at 7:00AM. 82°. fine, calm until noon
when pourin8 rain with hiah wind and waves and sudden fall of
temperature to 78 °. In the momin8 the sky was decked with
rainbows.
Aprill8. Temperature 7:00AM 78 Y2 °. Rain with liahtwinds
and smooth sea. Slowed down at 4.00 this momina for an hour or

threatenin8, most of sky black or leaden. Still wondrous calm.
The Timor mountains in siaht at noon. At 3:00PM the forests

more at entrance to Sulu Strait or passai)e. Beautiful shores all

plainly in siaht and soon after separate trees. Towards niaht a

most evenJwhere; on i=ediate coast round headed trees. Some

mountain like a wheat rick came in siaht, perhaps 4000 or 5000
feet hiah. forest rather dense coverin8 all. Expect to reach Dili

of them nobly massive, back of these and extendin8 up the hills
and on the hiaher ridi)es, somewhat pointed trees. Araucarias and

early tomorrow mom ina. liope to aet a aood view of veaetation
within a mile or two of shore. Temperature at bedtime 10.00 PM

A$athis (?). The mountains on mainland Mandano, quite hiah and

84°.
April H. Temperature 630 AM 8Y . Calm lovely poetic

throuah the Sulu Archipelaao. Cocoa palms on the levelarounds

finely modeled, ridi)e beyond ridi)e in beautiful lines, somewhat
hacked on edi)es. Many volcanoes to westward. Straiaht narrow a

weather, easy to fall under spell of this dreamy beauty. Slowed

mile or two, charmin8 scenenJ. Never saw finer forests of same
extent as seen in aeneral views.

down and arrived at Dili soon after sunrise- a venJ old Portuauese
town, 250 years, located on low bottom land borderina the harbor

9:00PM 81 ° and much sheet liahtnina. Temperature noon
82°. PMshowenJ.

2 miles wide. A few aood houses, old Spanish style, stucco with
cool courts and verandahs, all the larae houses Government

Aprill9. Temperature 7:00AM82 °. Ca.lm,almostalassy.

buildinas. Those of native liaht, ainJ, palm structures. fine aroves

,yesterday momina. from the aeneral flow of wild fire last

of Cocoa.
Walked into foothills, found larae number of interestina

evenina, vivid discharain8 streaks of forked liahtnin8 were
occasionally seen.

plants. Manao, a climbin8 palm with mai)nificent leaves, a larae
number of fia trees, the bread fruit, banian and a noble solitary
species of fia with buttressed base, 15 feet in diameter. Eucalyph1s,

Ply ina fish in areat numbers dart away from the ship
maintainina a level fliaht by rapid whirrina wina-beats for 300 or

liave been out of siaht of land since passin8 the _ _ [Sulu] Strait

400 yards. Wina finds 6 inches lona, 2/3 of body lenath.
White cumulus clouds yesterday PM alona east horizon.
Cast wake lines of liaht on the water to the ship, one for each cloud

etc. Accanus.
AprillS. Showery, rainbow, sky about 9/lOcloudy, raaaedly
outlined cumuli, dimmed with nimbus, white or sooty black, even
what seems pure sky is ~liahtly veiled with filmy white. V enJ few
well characterized separate well-developed clouds in tropic seas,
or alona tropic showers. The sea sends off vapor like a boilin8 pot.
Climate like that of an old-fashioned kitchen on washina day.
was areatly interested yesterday in study ina the natives, all

distinct as those made by moon on alassy sea.
Mindoro aloriously beautiful isle. Mt. Halcon 8865 feet
hiah. Mt. Kalavite 200 feet near Cape Kalavita. Halcon near
north end of isle in middle.
April20. Temperature 6 :00AM 77 °. Arrived Manila Bay
2:00AM Calm lovely mornina. Hazy volcanic cones and hills
loomin8 dimly. Went ashore in launch at 9:00AM and after a

their movements, poses and aestures, araceful thouah far from
handsome in face, curly black or brownish hair. The little boy I

wanderina hunt of an hour, discovered the forestnJ Bureau room in
old palace and found Captain Ahem in inner room, who was alad

enaai)ed to camJ my press formed a CUriOUS study. The boatmen
convey ina freiaht between the ship and shore sinain8 deliahtfully
to slow strokes of round-bladed oars.
Liahtnina at niaht. Passed larae island mountain 8000 feet.
Aprill6. Temperature last eve nina 83 °. Rain this mom ina and

to see me, after learn ina my name. Heartily insisted on aatherina
my baaaaae off the Empire and planned a trip into the woods for
tomorrow. Took me to the Army and NaVlJ Club etc., Met Mr.
fitzaerald who showed me many fine photos of Hetch lietchy

dull drumlie sky. Temperature at 6:00AM about 82 °. We are
nearin8 the Equator without any marked chanae in temperature
since leavina Sydney. Heavy swell without a sinale whitecap

rea ion made while makina surveys for San francisco Water
supply; also met Mr. B. Baldwin and Superintendent of Public
Instruction.

showin8 storm in neiahborhood. Paired about 10:00 AM Got

April21. Temperature 77o at 6:00AM Setoff early on steam

plants dry.
Many flyin8 fish. One flew into a state room by the porthole

launch for Tamoa (?). Had alorious day in perfectly wild forest
across the bay 25 miles, directly west from Manila. A few stations
on the mountain slopes are used by collectors. At others, many

last niaht and so was cauaht. Aaood many sea birds, tems,
albatrosses (?)etc., but few follow the ship. Passed several islands,
one larae, with hiah mountains, came in siaht only two hours

plants are raised from seed on slopes, for use in parks and aardens.
The wild forest a few miles up the east slopes is venJ beautiful and

before dark so we aet no tellin8 views.
Temperatureat3:00PM8Y. At6:00PM82°. Less than
5o of ranae of temperature between Sydney and the Equator.

April22. Temperature at 6:00. fine, cool, bnaht momina.
Sparrows Enalish, common here, familiar on streets and roofs. A

Crossed the line a little before noon.

rich in species.

alossy areen blackbird, size of Stellar Jay on tree tops breakfastina
on fruit.
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Spent dalJ in the mom ina in laboratories and shops of Bureau
of forestry. In the afternoon on excursion blJ sail up the aluvial
plain of Manila, 50 or 60 miles with Captains Ahem and Penn. A
most instructive trip, saw manlJ villaaes, rice fields, battlefields.
Rice and com and suaar- fields bounded blJ rows of most beautiful
bamboo, a species exceedinahJ delicate and araceful in form and
motion, branched like a fir. Land venJ fertile and carefulllJ
worked. Rows of cane and com narrow, l}et plowed with one
buffalo without apparent waste blJ breakina or crushina.
A fine low volcanic cone, 3000 or 4000 feet hiah, tree-clad,
rises in midst a arand landmark. Captain Penn with maps made all
plain.
April 23. Temperature at 7:00AM 7 4 °. BuslJ with packina
plants, etc., and books. Mr.Merrill named manlJ species for me in
haste. The Bills called on me, pleasant to see fellow travelers
aaain.
Start at 11:..30 AM for steamer on tender. Captain Ahem
made everythina easlJ, took charae of baaaaae, etc., and rolJalllJ
entertained me at house and club. Sailed at 1'2:30 P.M liad aood
view of Coriaidor Island and west coast of Luzon. Lovell} scenenJ,
seems to have boon alaciated in breadth of lowvallel)S, shell-like
in aeneral. 45 Philippines on board bound for St. Louis, a aood
lookina set of men likellJ to exert favorable influence on their
people on rehtrn. Overflow the steamer aoodnahnedllJ. Iiave no
stateroom.
April 24. Temperature at 6:00AM 84 °. Very calm and fin ell}
blue. A aood manlJ fllJina fish. In smooth water thelJ are unable to
fllJ far, thelJ need a wave-top to dart from.
Temperature noon 86°. Philippino Com.[?] aood-natured

topped and airy lookina alona some of the riJaes and dense dark
trees, fias here and there on the low around. Some of islands
showina alacial action plainllJ in forms of area test strenath with
reference to oversweepin8 ice. So all walJ to Canton. Paaodas
here and there with trees arowina in crevices, Nature tnJina to
blend them harmoniousllJ into her own plans. Vast forts on hills.
Cannon lookin8 out of hundreds of excavations. liills riddled with
araves. Ca.n ton with swarmina streets, 6 or 7 feet wide, smelline, to
lieaven.
Fruit trees in rows and pale lJellow areen rice patches,
remains of barriers on river, etc., innumerable house boats.
April 28. Return at 8:00AM to hotel, moonliaht. Arrived this
mominaabout 1:00PM VenJ aladl made this trip. Theareataains
are the plain traces of the work of ice durina the alacial period,
thouah so lone acne bl), and the aeneral views of the areat
crowded swarmin8 citl) - overflowin8 into thousands of river boats
full of happl), or half-happl), men, women and children of all aaes,
the infants tied On the backs of mothers or lJOUn$ $irls, asleep while
thelJ swal}ed from side to side blJ the movements of their mother or
sisters while laborina at the oar, or enaaaed at domestic work or
plalJ .. After dinner went up throuah botanicalaarden, called at
residence of Mr. Dunn, Curator. Failed to find him.
April 29. Receivedcablefromliarriman. PutmlJ baaaaae
aboard Siberia.
Went aboard the Siberia in the afternoon, havin8 use of the
CompanlJ's launch and chanaed mlJ plants and repacked trunk and
baas before the rush tomorrow. Introduced to officers, all polite.
Harriman's lettervenJ useful and comfortina. Dined with ship's
officers. View of lionakona at niaht charmina.

Am now fairllJ

lot. A few bolJS keep the decks livellJ. Slept well on sofa of Social

April 30. fine bnaht dalJ. Got off about noon.

Hall. Had lona talks with Mr. Gilson who has traveled far and to
more purpose and account than most travelers. Also to a

homeward bound and happlJ. Had aood view of the coast this
afternoon. PurellJ alacial in mail lines and venJ picturesque

Kentuckian in Government emplol}; also with Mr. Wardell and
Mr. Shaw, teachers from Sprinafield, Illinois and Los Anaeles,
California.
April 25. Temperature 9:00AM 8'2°. Still wondrous calm.

outstandina islands with outlines proclaimina forms of area test
strenath preserved throuah centuries of rain and wave-dashina and
anawina disintearatina wind waves and foe blankets.
Mal) 1. 8:00AM Temperature 71°. Smooth sea,deliahtful

Expect to arrive Honakona about 3:30 this afternoon. Saw 4
fishina junks before breakfast. ThelJ leave their junks to ao fishina
from small boats. A larae whole fish was held up for our
.

weather. Land in siaht seldom, onllJ far off islands. Passed several

admiration as we passed. Venturesome fellows to leave the shore

mountain, sootl} black, homoaeneous in structure.

steamers and manlJ junks, mostll} clear sklJ. Wonderful cloud over
larae island seen towards evenin8 flat-topped like Table

so far. ManlJ must be lost in tl)phoons, thouah thelJ are acquainted,
no doubt, with the weather of all the lJear and know what to
expect.
Macopa, red fruit, tall tree. Chico, clal}-colored fruit, tall
tree, native to Philippines.
Went ashore about 400 PM called at Pacific mail to secure
cabin for home. Went to hotel with two lJOUn8 teachers who have
been in Philippines '2 or 3l}ears. Mr. Ca.rbeYrlJ and Wardell.
April 26. Visited Botanic Garden in morn in$. The S.S. Siberia in

full moon, broad silvenJ wake, in which fishina junks are
brouaht to liaht with startlina distinctness. Ursa Major now hi8h in
heavens. The Sou them Cross no lonaer seen. Temperature 8:00
PM 70°, deliahtful. The ship very comfortable no vibration,
clean aood food well served. But nevertheless, there is no lack of
shabbl), thouahtless arumblina aiven forth with accent of sound
ianorance.
Mal) 2. W atervery muddlJ from river, 300 miles. Cool, bracina
briaht. Temperature at 8:00AM 62°. SklJ half cloudlJ with white

afternoon, and walked about town. Secured ticket.

mackerel clouds. Land in siaht, rocklJ hills or mountains. Sea just

April 27. The whole reaion plainllJ alacial. Went up river to
Canton. Rain started at 8:00AM Rain ceased about 9:00AM

enouah rouahened with wavelets to spanale well in the wake of
the sun. Foalast evenina caused blowin8 of whistle at minute .
intervals for hour or two. Larae numbers of isles in siaht until

and soon the clouds lifted, revealinalandscapes of areat beautl} on numerable islands like the Alexander Archipelaao of

about 400 PM On one of the islands which we passed within a

southeast Alaska, but mostll} bare of trees. A few pines broad-

mile or two, we saw a fine war vessel, her bow hiah in air, over a
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shore rock. An Enalish vessel belonaina to China, run ashore

Mal) 6. Temperature8:00AM59°. LeftNaaasakiat6:00AM

while pursuin8 smuaaler.
Has been venJ coolalldalJ,59o at 8:00PM Anchored

aoina north alone the west coast throuah wild charmin8 island
scenenJ like that of south east Alaska. ImmediatellJ north of

about 6:00PM, waitina rise of tide.
Mal) 3. Temperature 6:00AM 58 °. Calm, clear, cool, arrived
at anchoraae at mouth of river about 1:00AM Even at distance of

Naaasaki Harbor, the scenenJ is particularllJ fine in number and
bold forms of islands with trees. Alana the main coast
innumerable patches of cultivation on terraced slopes where soil
can be found The Straits of Sansake [Shimonoseki] very narrow,

50 miles from mouth, out of siaht of land.

The Siberia drawin8 27
feet had to drop anchor and wait the rise of tide. The river here, 14
miles below Shanahai is about 3 or 4 miles(?) wide, and now, 7:30

AM, the tide fallina makes
rapid current. The quantitlJ of

the bia ship seeminallJ aropin8 her WalJ, half lost in the crooked
island-blocked fiords. The Inland Sea deserves its fame, thouah
not more beautiful than much of
Alexander Archipelaao. EvenJ feature

water discharaed must be
enormous - a huae brown mud-

alacial. The riJae tops and precipitous

laden flood.
A few miles above

brushlJ. Pines, crooked, wide headed,

parts of islands aeneralllJ are forested or
picturesque, firs also and spruce, ClJpress,
camphor, etc. All the rest minutellJ

anchoraae on left bank of river,

cultivated in terraced patches, terraced
walls built of stone mostll).

there is a villaae and above this,
all the walJ to Shanahai, the
numbers of houses junks, fields,

No squalor visible even in the venJ
poorest families. Even the coal passers

etc., increases. Factories here

women and mere airls as well as men
careful of dress. Coal handled in baskets.

and there, with lona chinelJs;
aunboats innumerable, cannatus
and junks so-called and rowed

Ships coaled here faster than anlJ other

an poled. Fine Bund Hotels,

ports in the world.

Banks, narrow strip of main town,

Mal) 7. Temperature6:30AM52Y2°.

small public park and aarden.
Mal) 4. Temperature 8:00AM
60°,11:30AM59°. CloudlJ

Postcard collected by Muir, Kobe, Japan
Courtesy of Jolm Muir Papers, Holt-Atherton Special Collections,
University of the Pacific Library, Copyright 1984 Muir-Hauua Trust

and da~k all dalJ and cold No
land in si5ht. Tomorrow mornin8 we shciuld be in Naaasaki where I
suppose the ship will be coaled. Last evenin5, instead of leavin8
Shanahai at 6:00, we waited until after 7:00 for the Doctor. EvenJ

DeliahtfulllJ cool, bri8ht bracin5.
Glidin8 on smooth Inland Sea. Great
flocks of fishin8 boats, neater, cleaner
and apparentll] better sailors than those

of Chinese.
Arrived Kobe about half past 7 :00AM Went ashore at
9:00, took ricky with Mr. Chapman and Mr. McEUen, called at Mr.

one chilly and impatient, reached the Siberia at 8:30PM HunanJ,

H. Reynell, an old merchant here who invited us to luncheon at his

of course, went late to bed and of course have been sleepin8 all
day. The amount of mud carried to sea must be enormous. The

home at 1:00PM and directed our rickshaw men to take us to
temple aardens, etc., in.the meantime. Found maanificent

whole of China lowlands back to the foothills of fountains

specimen of Ghinko and camphor trees, the latter with noble

mountain mal) be chiefly elacial drift reformed. The so-called

sweep of branches, the branchlets terminatin5 rich massy shinin8
bosses, flowers inconspicuous, bark of trunk and main limbs deepllJ

loess is probabllJ reformed sediments many times shifted and
sorted.

and evenly furrowed in reaular parallel lines vertical, truly nobie

Mal) 5. Temperature 6:00AM 64 °. Still cloudlJ, dark and
almost raimJ- Small white caps. Arrived Naaasaki about 6:30

trees everywalJ hard to kill as Umbellularia. Ghinko also arand
tree, rouah furrowed bark, stronalimbs, less spreadin8 than

AM The harbor exceedinallJ beautiful in the number of islands,
their collocation, trees, arass patches of rice very pale areen, their

camphor, also shinina tree with crimson flowers arowin8 with
above.

sculpture like part of Alexander Archipelaao, purely alacial. The

Mal) 8 . Temperature 7:00AM58°. Calm,cool,bri5ht.

trees alona riJaes and rockl) tops are mostllJ conifers, spinJ or

Beautiful harbor, innumerable fishin8 boats, sloops, schooners and

broad-topped like those about Iionakona. The different tones of

larae number of steamers, discharain8 and loadina, wondrous busy
port, nearly as much trade as that of Iionakona. Extra busy now of
course, by war. The town drawn around head of bay at foot of bushy
mountains. Streets not so narrow as in China, no squalor. Took
rickshaw and went to 'The Falls'' a picturesque place at foot of

areen very strikina.
Interestin8 trip to Shinto Temple. At steps ofTemple left
rickshaws and climbed hill of the Temple aardens, perhaps 250
feet hiah, commandina view of harbor, the town and
representative terraced, cultivated hill with its comic forms
separated from the Temple hill by ravine. In aarden, temple like

mountain in fine imposin8 aorae, a comparatively small stream,
falls about 50 or 60 feet into artificial pool The mountain slopes

natural forest, main tree Camphor from 3 to 8 feet in diameter, 4

brushlj a fine old pine wood on left side aive arandeur and beautlj.

feet above around Noble trees. Ghinko CnJptomeria, etc.

Tea houses, a few shops, and farther down aorae the bottlin8 works
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where nearly all the water of this fall is manufactured and sold.

the hiahest. Sea black thouah the ship on account of areat size is

Boueht a loa of aood photos. A lovehJ day, weather perfect.
MalJ 9. Temperature 7:00AM 65 o . fine briaht exhilaratina

of the passenaers are sick or sickish. The lona-winaed dark-

mom ina, white smooth sky cloudless. Water nearly black, a

colored albatross- a half dozen or so- are followina the ship and

remarkably steady, with a scarce perceptible heave or roll. ManiJ

fishin8 boat here and there. Lane dimly visible, mountainous. Last

one never wearies in watchin8 the araceful sailina in the heavtJ

evenin8 a row of bialiahts apparently electric liehts, were seen

blast.

alone shore makina a wonderful siaht. They seemed to mark the

MalJ 13. Temperature 70° at 8:00AM Dark weather, hiah wind,

streets of a areat city, 8 or 10 miles lone. EvenJbody wondered

waves tons wei5ht comin8 aboard at waist. The wind is southerllJ

what city it could be. The whole elorious show was made by

and warm, the skl) one even feahneless leaden eloom. The horizon

thousands of £ishin8 boats, perhaps 3 or 4 miles off shore, each with

even from our top deck onllJ a few miles awal) and o_ [obscureh)]

bia blazina wood fire in arate in front to attract the fishes. Several

blended with the mist of wave spralJ.
1:00PM Rain deepenina the eloom; waves breakina enrich

thousands of these boats apparently in one view.
Around Yokohama at 2:00PM led into harbor throueh

the rain. This afternoon, a poor swallow came aboard fairll) spent

mines by Japanese warship. Went ashore, took rickshaw and

and allowed itself to be caueht. The nearest land was about 800

visited 2 old temples with arand eardens- Ghinkos, maples,

miles distant. The heaVlJ wind had driven it off shore and the rain

Cryptomerias, silver firs, thujas, etc.

and mist had hidden the land and wet its plumaae so that even so

MalJ 10. Ashore at 9:00AM Calm,

fine a fll)er was worn out. In the even ina,

cloudless yet hazy, so that fujiyama is

in the rain and scud, one of Mother

not visible. Saw it yesterday dimly,

Carel) 's chickens came aboard and

fine cone 12,300 feet hiah. The town

suffered itself to be caueht.

built on flat. Many_ fine buildinas

MalJ 14. Temper~ture6:ClOAM 64°.

visited the eood ship Bay ern, my first

Wind abatina and chanaed from

home after Russia. Visited 2 arand

southwest to north east with, of course,

temples Bhuddist, elorious forest

falline temperature. Ship with scarce

about one of them, erand picturesque

perceptible roll. A few eleams of

pines, some 4 feet in diameter, broad-

sunshine and few whitecaps, a half dozen

topped. ManiJ Cryptomerias, 4 or 5

albatrosses, the black smaller species

feet in diameter, 100 feet hieh or more.

followin8 ship.

Grand pseudo larix. 60 or so eot
comes, male flowers yellow. Ghinkos

PM60°. Everybodl)withcolds. liow

Temperature 4:00PM 62°. 7:00

leafy, lone branchlets ascendina, some

thouehtlessly the 1200 inhabitants of this

four or six in diameter. The Japanese

swift elidine ship are carried toward

in all their art, their eardens and parks

California across the hills and dales and

showwonderfullikina for the

plains of old Ocean, with its areat and

erotesque and the minutely fine and

noble journel), and how small the talk,

curious. Nor is humor a wan tina.

readina and card eames! liow few do anlj

MalJ 11. Temperature 6:00AM 64 °.

real work with hand or head save the

Calm, perfect weather, white haze

seamen, the true headmen with eljes on
0

around horizon. The houses of the

the stars and throbbin8 tireless enaines!

MalJ 15. Temperature6:00AM62°.

countnJ are built of bamboo, mattin8,
etc. The roofs thatched with rice straw.

fine bneht morn ina, clear, dnJ, bracina.

In cities, roofs tiled dark sootiJ colored

Sunlieht sparklina on the dimplina,

or lead colored. Walls wood, the best

swellina sea. The wake of ship eloriously

brick, stone or sh1cco. In temples,

briaht with spanales. In the afternoon, 8

massive planks and beams laraely
used. Much fine carvina, aildina,
lacquer work, etc. Went ashore at
9:00AM made a few purchases, silk,

or 10 albatrosses followina. No vessel
Wistaria at Kameido & Daibutsu at Ueoo Park
Courtesy of Jolm Muir Papers, Holt-Atherton Special Collections,
University of the Pacific Library. Copyright 1984 Muir-Hanna Trust

different from the lone coastina voiJaaes I

have made in this particular, the birds, the
only vessels sailin8 the air and water alike.

books, photos, etc. Visited the eood ship BalJern, my first home
after escapin8 from the hardships and privations of Russian travel.
liad aood time with 1'' officer, who was kind to me last su=er.

seen since leavin8 Yokohama. liow

Mr.

liave been dryin8 plants, the deck dnJ for first time since
second daiJ out from Y okoham.a A lot of Koreans and Japs aoina

li. Schaeffer, Offixier des Nord Llol)d, Bremen. We sailed for

to the suear fields of Iiawaii. Thel) are quite noiSIJ todalj in their

lionolulu at 3:00PM

boxin8 contests, noisier than theiJ have riaht to be.

Mal) 12. Temperature at 7:00AM 67°. Dark storrniJ momin8
with blinks of sun to iris the aauziJ wave-tops. Decks all wet, even

Interestina to see how influential is the weather on evenJone,
areat and small, rich and poor, passenaers and crew.
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May 16. Temperahtre 7:00AM6SO. Nowhitecaps,butbroad,
heavtJ corruaatina swells covered with wrinklina, dimplina, small
waves. Two or 3 dozen of albatrosses, small, with a flock here and
there of a white tern or aull seen in distance, -lona-winaed, slow
flappina birds. The sky at noon mostly clouded, low, fluffy, illdefined, with liaht
siftina throuah on
edaes, aivina curious
liahts and colors to
the sea -black, sooty

0

May 19. Temperature 73% ,7:00AM Finecalmbriaht
momina. Cumulous clouds about the horizon, a shower-like silkiJ
film droppina from the darkest. The usual birds in ship's wake, a
fly ina fish here and there. The bosSIJ white cumuli with black level
base, and imperfectly rounded heads, araduatina into the black
columnar and rinalet-twisted
rows on horizon so
characteristic of the tropical

May, 1904.
F"rida.y

28

27

seas.
Satl<rday

Temperature 78° 2:00
PM TheseaalmostalassiJ,

and areenish and
purple.
The air is drq

ruffled venJ sliahtliJ in spots,
so, since middle of the

mom ina. A whale seen which

and pleasant still,
but little exercise is

caused remark and stir amid

taken by most

the thousand passenaers, far

passenaers. Novels
seem to be the main

beiJond reason, thouah the
lives of these areat mammals,

resource - no aames
except cards and

the only creatures bia enouah
for this bia ocean, are but
dimliJ known even to the best
naturalists.

dominoes, sit-down
chess.

The Sou them Cross a few

May 17. This daiJ is

dearees above horizon, Ursa
Major on the opposite side of

a second MondaiJ in
the ship's loa.
Temperature
7:00AM68° .

heavens, the north. The
Southern Cross said to be
visible asfar north as 27 ° at

Another fine calm,
the swell subsidina
which has been

"Leaving Nagasaki"
Courtesy of Jolm Muir Papers, Holt-Atherton Special Collections, University of the Pacific Library, Copyright
1984 Muir-Hanna Trust

heavtJ several daiJS.
Water blue, reflections of clouds lead-colored. The flock of bird
followers increasina, small flocks of white-bellied, slow-flappina
birds like terns, common today.
In the afternoon, a stop of two hours was made to correct the
compasses by swinaina the ship. tiad lana talk with intelliaent
Chinaman, Ah Fona, of Iionolulu, who was in part educated in
Hartford. In the even ina, the start shin ina aloriously bnaht
between the haziJ cloud bars, and the youna moon sickle is now
clear, now briaht while our bia home bears us steadily on in noble
hidden power.
May 18. Temperature 71° 7:00AM Dull cloudy, a small
whitecap here and there. Water blue and lead-colored. Saw a
few fltJina fish. The small albatross still followina the ship, aliaht
on midst of scraps from table, forsakina all the sea fields, however
areat, for the scrap strewn wake of a ship.
The temperahtre is steadiliJ increasina about 2 dearees a day,
and the passenaers are aradualliJ chanaina clothina, aray and
black for tropic white. The Filipinos in particular seem alad to feel
the soft breezes of their beautiful homes and flutter loose cotton
and flufhJ silk once more, with correspondinaliveliness of smiles

3:00AM
May 20. Temperature 7:00
0

AM 75% • Lovely daiJ,
calm, sea alasSIJ blue. Low slow-heavina wave swells wrinkled
with infinite wavelets. About noon, Bird Island came in siaht- a
solitarq ruin all except the heart or central part worn awatJ biJ the
ceaseless thunderina suraes of the areat ~ean. Ven1 deep water
about it. ManiJ new birds were noticed in the momina which
doubtless make this loftiJ rock islet, 3000 feet hiah (/) their home.
At 6:00PM we are abreast of another islet, perhaps 5 or 6
iniles lana, on the south, while just ahead on same side, there is a
larae island. Southern Cross just above horizon, clear and shoWIJ at
8:00PM
May 20. Friday. Arrived about 6:00 this mornina. Lovely
weather, the hills back of town streaked with narrow flutinas, but
richly plant-clad, thouah mostly venJ steep. The valleys broad and
seeminaly alacial, both in trends and sculpture. Drove to Pali up
one of the main valleys. A waterfall here and there. Few native
trees. The Koa, a species of Acacia, one of the laraest and most
important and the week as seen in the Bishop Museum almost the
most beautiful I ever saw. In the afternoon went to Museum. Prof.
Briaham showed us his treasures. V enJ fine and in terestina,

and chatter.
The evenina skiJ too is adorned with silkiJ, filmiJ clouds
throuah which the sun shines softliJ with white and rosy cumuli and

buildina and all.
At 5:00PM went to Oahu Colleae [founded in 1841 as a
school run by Conareaational missionaries] to visit my old friend
Miss Gradon. Found her well but like us all, older by the fleet-

sooty pillars alona the horizon. Stars briaht.

footed years. Stopped for supper with the whole school, then
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worship, then a series of talks to teachers and friends, then
interview with newspaper man and back to ship at 11:00 PM
MalJ 21. fridalJ .• LovellJ weather. Temperature averaae for

Martinez, California
June 4·, 1904

the dalJ about 77 °. Wen tto the hills with Prof. Alexander and
Miss GralJdon, had maanificentviews of the surf rollina solemnllJ
in to the areen fertile valleljsfrom the calm eloSSlJ OCean. The
landscapes in aeneral, beautiful in verdure~dad mountains, hills

Dear Dr. Merriam:! got home a week ago and am very anxious
to see you. I hope you are coming west this year. I had
a grand time with the President. Apart from his office he
is a grand noble man. I was surprised to find he knew so
much natural history. I had a glorious time in India,
Australia etc. but it is useless to try to tell anything
about it in a letter. I am too full to write. Therefore
come on. The girls are already pulling me off into the
wilderness and as !like both them and the wilderness I
let 'em We start tonight for the Grand Canon, we will be
home again in a week or ten days. Will expect a letter
from you by that time.
With love to all the family,
I am faithfully yours,

and broad spacious vales. Drove hi8h up mountainside throuah
planted forest. Roninia Grevillia, Pl)thicolubium, etc. ferns
beautiful and abundant. ManlJ introduced plants, nearllJ all shade
and ornamental trees, shrubs, etc., of aardens and park are not
natives of the Islands. SornJ to leave this charmin8 island. Arrived
at wharf with friends about ten minutes before ship sailed and eo
aboard, laden with flower wreaths, Plummaria, etc.
Malj 22. Saturdalj. Temperature 7:00AM. 75°. Rather dark,
cloudlJ and inclined to rain all dalJ. Cooler towards evenin5.
EvenJbOdlJ restin8 after trips ashore, as if at their own homes.
Modern ships like cities ~one scarce can realize that thebia
villaae is afloat, and the beatin8 of the enaines is reeular and life~
like as if never to stop until death.

John Muir.
(Per Helen)

0

Malj 23. Sundalj. 7:00AM Temperature 68% • CloudlJ sea
with heavin8 swell, but free from whitecaps. 'This is for Stickeen"

Courtesy of Jolm Muir Papers, Holt-Atherton Special Collections,
University of the Pacific Library. Copyright 1984 Muir-Hanna Trust

saw ladiJ in wharf crowd as we were leavin8 Honolulu. DnJ and
mostllj Sunnlj in the afternoon. Warm eot botanical papers dnJ On
lower deck. We are rapidllJ makin8 northin8 about '29. The
Southern Cross is below the horizon several dearees.
Temperature 7:00PM 69 o . Sea rather roueh, broad swells

TO HENRY FAIRFIELD OSBORN

w:i.th considerable itchin5. About half of passenaers failed to
appear at breakfast tables.
Malj 24. Mondalj. Temperature 7:00AM. 66 °. Dark cloudlJ

Martinez, California
July 16, 1904

showers around the horizon, here and there. A few albatrosses
... How long it seems since my last visit to Wing-andWing! and how far we have been! I got home a few
weeks ago from a trip more than a year long. I went
with Professor Sargent and his son Robeson through
Europe visiting the principal parks, gardens, art
galleries, etc. From Berlin we sent to St. Petersburg,
thence to the Crimea, by Moscow, the Caucasus, across
by Dariel Pass from Tillis, and back to Moscow.
Thence across Siberia, Manchuria, etc. to Japan and
Shanghai. ·
At Shanghai left the Sargents and set out on a
grand trip alone and froe to India, Egypt, Ceylon,
Australia, New Zealand. Thence by way of Port
Darwin, Timor, through the Malay Archipelago to
Manila. Thence to Hong Kong again and Japan and
home by Honolulu. Had perfectly glorious times in
India, Australia, and New Zealand. The flora of
Australia and New Zealand is so novel and exciting I
had to begin botanical studies over again, working
night and day with endless enthusiasm. And what
wondrous beasts and birds, too, are there!
Do write and let me know how you all are ..... . .

followin8 ship aaain. Water lead~colored from clouds. Wind
chanaed from east to nearllJ north.
Temperahtrenoon 66° finebracin8 weather, thouahbut
little sunshine.
Temperature 7:00PM 66°. lnvitedblJ Captain Smith to
lecture, doubtless from rearet of passenaers on Alaska on some
topic connected with studies. Declined, but promised informal talk
to the half dozen or so. 0:£ course, the half dozen spread the news
and there was quite an audience. Sortl) can't conquer shl)ness.
Malj 25. Tueadalj. Temperature 7:00AM. 61° Bracin8
weather, wind from north east. Good breeze, makin8 here and
there a whitecap. Swellaivin8 rise to mild pitchina. Soon the land
of Sequoia will be in siaht and wanderinas for a time ended.
0
Temperature noon 61% • Temperature 7:00PM59Y2°
MalJ 26. WedneadalJ. Temperature 7:00AM.59°. Bneht,
cloudless, bracina. No birds followin8 this cool morn. Wind from
northwest. '2:00P.M one albatross. Wind still strona from west of
north.
"Muir aained a dalJ in cross ina the International Date Line at 180°

of lonaitude.

Courtesy of Jo1m Muir Papers, Holt-Atherton Special Collections,
University of the Pacific Library. Copyright 1984 Muir-Hanna Trust
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Restore Hetch Hetchy
Celebrates Centennial at Muir Woods

.

.

by Dennis Pottenger, Restore Hetch Hetchy
(this article first appeared in the Spring 2008 Restore Retch Retchy
newsletter, and is reprinted here with the kind pennission of
Restore Retch Hetchy
T

On a wet winter morning last January, Restore Retch
Hetchy volunteers, husband-wife team Dennis and Rebecca
Pottenger, helped keep the wilderness legacy of John Muir alive by
joining the Centennial Celebration at Muir Woods National
Monument in Mill Valley. They set up an infom1ation table, talked
with visitors, and passed out RHH literature.
The morning's festiviti es featured a long ramble by an
actor portraying John Muir, who told several hundred
conservationists the story of what happened when California
Congressman William Kent and his wife, Elizabeth returned home to
Marin County from a vacation in Hawaii in the winter of 1907.
At the time, the modem-day Muir said, the forest along
Redwood Creek was home to one of the last uncut groves of oldgrowth redwoods in the San Francisco Bay Area. William Kent
wanted badly to protect these trees from being logged - so badly
that in 1905 he and Elizabeth had talked a banker friend into
loaning them $45,000. With the money the Kents bought 611
acres of land in Redwood Canyon.
Two years later, on December 2, 1907, a water company
in Sausalito filed condemnation proceedings against the Kent's
holdings in Redwood Canyon. The water company's plan was to log
the redwoods and
build a dam at the
confluence of
Redwood and Fern
next day, William
Creeks. The
work to save the
Kent went to
efforts led him to
trees. Kent's
Olmstead, the
Frederick Law
landscape architect
acclaimed
and
conservationist, who
there was a way to
told Kent that
redwoods - forever.
protect the
Olmstead told Kent,
The ticket,
law called the
was a new federal
Antiquities Act,
which allowed the
United States to
President of the
John Muir and William Kent.
establish
national monuments
Photo from National Park
in areas with
Service website,
historic or scientific
www.nps.gov
value without the
consent of Congress.
When the water
company went to
court to condemn the land along Redwood Creek, Kent check-mated
the plans for a reservoir by donating 295 of the 611 acres he and
Elizabeth owned to the federal government.
William Kent insisted that America's seventh national
monument be named for John Muir. Muir couldn't have been more
delighted. "This is the best tree-lover's monument that could
possibly be found in the all the forests of the world," he said. "You
have done me a great honor, and I am proud of it." (letter from
John Muir to William Kent, February 6, 1908].
In just a few years, of course, the warm feelings between
Muir and Kent would cool considerably when Kent became one of
the strongest supporters of San Francisco's plan to flood the Retch
Retchy Valley. How could William Kent work so hard to thwart the
reservoir at Redwood Canyon and then champion the one that
flooded Retch Retchy?

Costs are a problem everywhere, especially in academia today.
We can only continue publishing and distributing this modest
newsletter through support from our readers. By becoming a
member of the John Muir Center, you will be assured of
receiving the Newsletter for a full year. You will also be kept on
our mailing list to receive information on the California History
Institute and other events and opportunities sponsored by the
John Muir Center.

Please join us by completing the following form and returning it,
along with a $15 ~heck made payable to The John Muir Center
for Environmental Studies, University of the Pacific, 3601
Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA 95211.

-----------------------------------------------~

I

!

es, I want to join the John Muir Center and
ontinue to receive the John Muir Newsletter.
:
Enclosed is $15 for a one-year-membership. Use this :
•
I
form to renew your current membership. Outstde U.S.A. add:
I
$4.00 for postage.
I
I

I
I

:Name ............. .... ..... .................... ... ......... .. .... ...... ......... ...... .... .. :
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

I
I
I

Institution/Affiliation .. ........... ... ..... ... ..................... ........ ........ ..
Mailing address & zip code ................................................ .. .. ..

I
'I
I
I

I
I
I

I

I
I
I
I

I
I
I
I
I

1--------- --------------------------- ---- -------~
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